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ABSTRACT

WA-I-092 19th Century
Lime Kiln

Cearfoss Vicinity

private

Although in ruins, this relatively large
lime kiln complex appears to be complete. Because
portions of the kiln have fallen away, its inner
construction can be observed easily. There were
many lime kilns in Washington County where limestone
igs abundant. Lime kilnas produced lime used as a
flux in iron making and for agricultural purposes.
There is no record of there having been an iron
furnace near this kiln so it appears to have been
used to produce agricultural lime. It is located
along the Conococheague Creek northwest. of Hagerstown.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Constructed into a steep bank west of the Conococheague Creek and Wisherd Road in Washington
County, Maryland, are the ruins of a brick and stone lime kiln. Pacing east, toward the road
and the creek, the complex consists of a double kiln to the south which is a frame structure
also built into the bank.

Apparently the front portion of the kiln has fallen away into a pile of stone rubble lying in
front of the ruins. Remaining portions of the outer walls of the kiln are to be seen toward
the side and rear of the complex. The inner chambers of the kiln have been exposed, revealing
cylindrical stacks of brick, two courses in thickness. Both the inner and outer surfaces of
the chamber display header bricks.

Part of the lime kiln complex is an adjoining frame structure resting on stone foundations.
Tall, narrow and partially resting on wooden piers the timber frame building houses part of
the lime burning process.

Just north of the complex is evidence of a roadway which angled up the bank to reach the
upper level of the complex.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Although in ruins, this relatively large lime kiln complex appears to be complete. Because
portions of the kiln have fallen away, its inner construction can be observed easily. There
were many lime kilns in Washington County where limestone is abundant. Lime kilns produced
lime used as a flux in iron making and for agricultural purposes. There is no reeord of there
having been an iron furnace near this kiln so it appears to have been used to produce agri-
cultural lime. It is located along the Conococheague Creek northwest of Hagerstown.
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WA T-07L
FAMA]JOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

[JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 5 acres

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST_{\LL STATES AND'COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY .B‘OUN(‘DARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY
[§1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Paula Stoner Dickey, Consultant
ORGANIZATION DATE
Washington County Historical Sites Survey July 1977
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
County Office Building, 33 West Washington Street 791-3065
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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